UNIT TWELVE

YOCABULARY FROM LATIN AND GREEK ROOTS

I The Latin “capitis” has

given us English words
with a variety of mean-
ings. For instance,
capitat can describe an
uppercase letter, « city
that is the center of gov-
ernment, or it artount
of money. Al of these
things are at the head or
beginning of something.

B You may hear decapi-
tate used {o mean
“behead a person,” but
it can alsp mean “to
Tuin an organization or
syster.” For instance, if
SOIMECRE SAYS @ power
outage decapitaied a
city’s government, we
know that the govern-
ient was unable to
Junction until the power

came back on.

UMIT TWELYE \\Q

CAPITA Q“
Latin CAPUT, CAPITIS, “head"

CAPITALIZE (eep’otaliz) v. To make the best of

The star athlete wanied 1o capitalize on Ler [ame and quickly signed a des! to
appear in TV commercials,
syn: take advantage of ant: miss out on

DECAPITATE (dikap'atit) v. To remove the head of

Police officers were shocked when the captain said he wanted to decapitate the
gang, but he explained that he meant to separate the leader from the members,
syn: behead

ORA ()\_ﬂ,‘\?\vs

Latin 08, ORIS, “mouth”

ORAL (&c"el) adj. 1. Having io do with the mouth
2. Spoken, rather than written
t. The dentist told Helene that without better oral care, she would need
mouth surgety within a year.
2. The myths of the tribe were passed down throngh an oral tradition.

ORATORY (6r'0tdr@) n. The art of public speaking
‘When he was in college, vratory was our teacher's favorite subject; he cerainly

does leciure a lot in class.

ORATION {4r " shon) n. A grand, formal speech

Jim's oration was boting, and only a few students voted for him after the speech.

syn: recitation

The words of his ORATION rang ou! acioss the NATION.
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