
Like Black Smoke ?’s pg 935 (1-7) 

1. Recall Where do most historians think the Black Death started? 

 2. Recall How did boats spread the disease?  

3. Summarize Summarize how the plague spread from rodents to people. Text Analysis  

4. Identify Fact or Opinion Reread the last statement in the article. Is this sentence a fact or an opinion? Explain why you think so.  

5. Understand Cause and Effect During the rampage of the plague, why did people believe that “even the houses or clothes of the 

victims could kill” (lines 31–52)?  

6. Analyze Author’s Purpose What do you think are the main points Childress wants readers to learn from this article? Explain your 

reasoning. 

 7. Evaluate Events Create a timeline of the key events that contributed to the spread of the Black Death. Which event do you think 

was most critical? Support your choice with details from the article. 

A World Turned Upside Down ?’s pg 939 (1-7) 

1. Recall How long did it take for the bubonic plague to wipe out one-third of Europe’s population?  

2. Recall Why did the depopulation of Europe encourage technological developments? 

 3. Summarize What was life like in Europe in the Middle Ages before the Black Death swept through?  

 4. Identify Author’s Main Idea Writers choose the details that will best support the main idea they want to convey. What main idea is 

Cowan supporting in this article? 

 5. Examine Cause and Effect Why did food prices drop after the Black Death swept through western Europe?  

6. Analyze Graphic Aids What information does the bar graph on page 938 give you that the text does not?  

7. Evaluate Which topics were emphasized in each article? Which article do you think provided the most effective discussion 

concerning the spread of the disease? Support your opinion with details from the articles. 
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